


“A lot of pool installers get stuck in a rut.  Doing things the same way, year after year - the way that they 
were taught when they first started out building pools.  Install a bottom drain, hook it up to the skimmer, 
and hope that all goes well.  Hope that it does not leak - hope that it does not get plugged with debris - 
and pray to god that nobody gets trapped on it.  Why did we do this for so long when there was a better 
solution out there?”                                                                             
       - Brad Spaidal, RIDEAU POOLS OTTAWA

Not long after bottom drains were developed and kids started getting hurt, the industry initially decided 
to change how they were plumbed.  No longer could you have a bottom drain as the sole 100% suction 
source for a pump.  You had to lower the suction pressure on the drain by adding another bottom suction 
or by tee-ing the suction to the skimmer on the side of the pool.  The result was a bottom drain with little 
to no suction (usually 15%) and the side skimmer having the majority of the suction of the pump (85%).

Lowering the flow rate on the water coming through the bottom drain created more problems as the debris 
which settled to the bottom of the pool would fill the drain.  The reduced pump suction could no longer pull 
the debris out of the line all the way to the filter.  As the line began to get fouled with debris, the suction 
reduced even further and finally the bottom drain line would become completely plugged and suction 
would stop.  If you talk to pool builders, one of their major service issues is either bottom drain complaints 
or poor filtration complaints - a lot of which can be attributed to the line from the bottom drain.

When we tell installers that they need to get into the 21st century and get rid of bottom drains, we hear 
things like:  
 How can you circulate the water in the bottom of the pool?  You will get cold spots.

 FACT: You get superior circulation as the fan jet of the Aqua Genie angles at a 45˚ angle down to 
 the bottom of the pool pushing the warm water from the heater down and completely mixing the  
 entire body of pool water. 

	 How	can	you	get	the	dirt	off	the	bottom	of	the	pool?		You	will	have	to	vacuum	more.

 FACT: You have to vacuum about 80 - 90% less with an Aqua Genie skimmer as the jet pushing  
 away at a 45˚ angle downward creates a strong counter flow suction back into the skimmer   
 mouth, removing most debris a soon as it hits the water’s surface.  This way, less debris sinks   
 to the bottom which keeps your pool cleaner without the need to get the vacuum out.   



The Aqua Genie uses a pressure chamber to drive water downward after it has been filtered. This powerful 
current of clean water prevents dirt and debris from settling to the bottom of the pool, while at the same 
time forcing leaves, insects, pollen, dirt and oils directly into the skimmer. As an added bonus, the constant 
water circulation means that your pool water will remain at a uniform temperature from the surface of the 
pool straight to the bottom.

Imagine a system that allows you to 
vacuum less often without even getting 
your hands wet!  The Aqua Genie 
skimmer’s powerful high pressure jet 
naturally creates a low pressure area in 
front of the skimmer.  This is just basic 
high school physics.  The low pressure 
area acts like a magnet and creates a 
powerful suction current right into the 
skimmer mouth.  Leaves and other 
floating debris have no chance and get 
whisked away leaving your pool clean.



“I have used the Aqua Genie skimmer for many years on my pools 
and my customers have never been happier.  I constantly see older 
pools, and some not so old, utilizing the old-fashioned practice of 
installing a bottom drain with side mounted skimmer on an inground 
pool.  This ultimately has lead to poor suction and inferior cleaning 
on most of these pools, not to mention the safety issues it creates.”   

                                                           - Brad Spaidal, RIDEAU POOLS OTTAWA 


